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LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE SPONSORS FIRST NIGHT EVENTS
MISSOULA The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at The University of Montana will offer five
lecture events at UM during First Night Missoula festivities New Y ear’s Eve.
The lectures, which are open to people of all ages, will take place from 1 to 4:45 p.m.
at UM ’s James E. Todd Building. A First Night Missoula button is required for attendance.
The following lectures will take place in James E. Todd Building Room 203:
■ 1-1:45 p.m., “Let’s Act Activities” - Margaret Johnson, who taught theater for
37 years, will offer a variety of easy, fun exercises designed to help participants be
at ease in front of an audience. Theatrical experience is not required.
■ 2-2:45 p.m., “The Mystical Poetry of Rumi and the Whirling Dervishes” Yvonne Seng will use audio-visual materials to explore the historical background,
poetry, beliefs and music associated with the sublime master of love poetry, Rumi.
Seng has traveled and worked widely in the Middle East and was the first non-Muslim
woman allowed in the religious law archives of Istanbul.
■ 3-3:45 p.m., “Big Sky Tales” - Hal Stearns, a native of Harlowton, will whet the
audience’s curiosity with a few of his favorite tales of the Big Sky. Stearns taught for
34 years in Germany, at Sentinel High School and at UM and has received two grants
from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Two lectures will be held in James E. Todd Building Room 204:
■ 2-2:45 p.m., “The Greatest Detective Story of All Time!” - UM alumnus and
author Jon Jackson, who hosts Montana Public Radio’s “The Food Guys” and
“Jazz Session,” will explore the works of Paul Auster. Jackson says of the largely

unknown master of the detective novel from Brooklyn, “If you love detective
novels, you must love Paul Auster.”
■ 4-4:45 p.m., “On the Verge of the New Year: A Community Conversation about
Forgiveness” - Gary Hawk, adjunct assistant professor in the UM Davidson Honors
College, will present a helpful theoretical framework and then ask the audience to
participate in a conversation about the value of forgiveness. His presentation will be
based on experience teaching forgiveness and reconciliation at UM for 12 years.
More information about the lecture events and presenters is online at
http://www.umt.edu/ce/plus50/firstnight.htm.
For information about where to purchase First Night Missoula buttons, go to
http://www.missoulacultural.org/firstnight/first night buttons.htm or call 406-532-3240.
Buttons cost $12 in advance or $15 on Dec. 31 and allow wearers to attend all First
Night events. Children 7 and under can attend First Night events free when accompanied by a
button-wearing adult.
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